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Deadly freeze hits 
northern US 



The statue of former Boston mayor James Michael Curley is buried In snow after an 
overnight snow storm 


NEW YORK (AFP) - A fierce 
’Winter slomi brnught daaa s to 
the nortliem United States on 
Fnday, killing at least 11 peo¬ 
ple and forcing the cancela¬ 
tion of thou sands of flights. 

More than 24 inches (61 
centimeters) of snow fell in 
parts of Massachusetts town 
as a state of emergency was 
declared in New York and 
New Jersey states. 

One ’worker ’was killed 
’when a 100-foot pile of salt 
being prepared to treat roads 
in the Pluladelpka region fell 
on lum, media reports said. 

A 71-year-old woman suf¬ 
fering from Alzheimers dis¬ 
ease froze to death after 
walking out into the cold and 
getting lost in northern New 
York state, autliorities said. 

At least nine otlier deatlis 
were blamed on the stomi — 
named Hercules -- tliat caused 
traffic accidents and otlier dis¬ 
ruption across 22 states and 
parts of Canada. 

Hercules closed major 
roads for several hours ’with 
snowdnfts built up by Arctic 
’Winds of up to 65 miles (105 
kilometers) per hour. 

Weather experts said tlie 
’Wind chill temperature would 
plummet to -13 Falireiiheit (- 
25 Celsius) m New York state. 

More than 4,200 interna¬ 
tional and domestic flights 


were cancelled at airports 
along tlie east coat and as far 
as Clucago on Tliursday night 
and Fnday. Tliousands more 
were delayed. 

New York's John F 
Kennedy Airport closed for 
se^i'eral hours because of poor 
visibilit>=' and lugh winds. 

Fligilts were also canceled 
at Chicago, Boston, Fluladel- 
pliia and other key airports. 

Boston woke up to a tem¬ 
perature of about tliree de¬ 
grees Falnenlieit (minus IS 
Celsius) but ’wifli the wind 
dull, it felt much worse. 

Essex county m Massachu¬ 
setts recorded 24 inches (61 
centimetres) of snow. Much of 
the state's Atlantic coastline 
was put on flood alert. 

Tlie New York and New 
Jersey govemors ordered iiicg or 
roads closed during tlie worst 
of tlie blizzard, but they were 
reopened on Fnday morning. 

Government leaders still 
appealed for people to stay 
home unless they had urgent 
business. 

Tlie storm ’was the first big 
test for New York City's new 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, who 
only took up his job Wednes¬ 
day. 

De Blasio had vowed a 
"laser fiicus" on tlie slomi. But 
the mayor also urged residents 
to stay indoors and warned 


agamst going out in the freez¬ 
ing temperatures 

De Blasio shoveled snow 
from in front of his Brooklyn 
house Fli day before rep eating 
appeals for dnvers to stay off 
file streets to help the city 
clear its 6,200 miles (9,900 
kilometers) of roads. 

■If you want safe, clear 
streets, stay home," he said. 

Tounsts lobbed snowballs 
at each otlier in Times Square 
and more than six inches of 
snow fell on Central Park. 

But 450 salt spreaders were 
out across the city and 1,700 
refuse trucks had been fitted 
with plows 111 a bid to keep 
New York mo’ving Tlie city 
set up a special website and 
app, PlowNYC, so residents 
could follow street clearances 
m real time 

Many metro trains were 
canceled or delayed however 
and schools and many busi¬ 
nesses remamed closed in all 
tlie affected stales. 

And sub-freezmg tempera¬ 
tures are expected as far south 
as Flonda, the National 
Weatlier Service said. 

Officials backed de Bla- 
sio's warning about going out 
in file cold as night fell again 
and temperatures plummeted. 

Experts said that winds of 
30 miles per hour could cause 
frostbite in about 30 minutes. 



E-mail; budgelaruba<9Eet[irnef.aw - www.bud^etaruba.com 




Quality vehicles; economy and compact cors^ 
intermcdiole and four'wheel drives with otr condiKoning 
■ Attractive doily & weekly rates, 

^ Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

^Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 
i:00 om to 1 BOO pm 


RIo heatwave sets 
off sprinklers 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Soaniig temperatures in Rio 
de Janeiro set ofl the fire 
sprinklers Friday m a doivn- 
town shopping mall as the 
thermometer topped 40 de¬ 
grees Celsius (102 degrees 
Fahrenheit). 

In the sunslime, tempera¬ 
tures rose to 5D degrees Cel¬ 
sius, leaving residents of the 
metropolis gasping 

But customers taking 
refuge indoors at Shopping 
Leblon gained unexpected re¬ 
lief when tlie spnnklers came 
on. 

■Oiving to the high tem¬ 
perature registered m the city 
we had the spnnklers come 
on automatically. Tilings got 
back to iiomial in 20 iiiiiiutes 
and the mall has been cleaned 
upC the center said on its 
Twitter feed. 

Brazil' s Mete or ol o gi c al 
Office recorded temperatures 
soaring from a low of 24 de¬ 
grees Celsius to beyond40 at 
some points of tlie city, send¬ 
ing residents and New Year 
tounsts alike streaming to the 


beaches to seek respite in file 
sea. 

The sticky conditions 
proved too much for the air 
conditioning systems at Rio's 
Galeao international airport 
and Santos Dumont domestic 
airport, leaving commuters 
baking in indoor tempera¬ 
tures topping 30 degrees Cel¬ 
sius, Globo television 
reported. 

Brazil's shoddy airports 
are a major worry heading 
into the World Cup m just 
over five months witli many 
overhauls delayed or 
scrapped. About 500,000 for¬ 
eign visitors are expected, 
stretching airport capacity at 
12 venues across the conli- 
nent-size country. 

Airport capacity" and de¬ 
lays in completing 12 stadi¬ 
ums are major worries with 
football fans facing flight de¬ 
lays and likely confusion 
around just-completed ven¬ 
ues. Many say tliat last- 
minute airport renovations 
will not eliminate operations 
problems across tlie system. 
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Novrs: 

ffioffl- 10 ^ bA Svacfay-Tkvmiq' 
Asm • 3affl bft Frftfoy A Sofvrday 
Plnne flunAer 586>3904 


NOW Servlnfl 

8 reakf»st 

lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


ellvefy fo most Unlimited 
fels A bea€hes" Refills ^ $0.79 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
16.99 



- 2Eggs ^Toast 
14.99 



'Across from Bodissoti Boj 

The Hi-Rise Hotel District 



5 Burgers Aruba 



Burgers, Fries.. A More! 



Guardian Group Fatum presents baskets to 

their ciients 




224 J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 
oranjestcid * aruba 

297.287-5300 

297.732-0000 

sales@0 -eag I &be a c h arub a.c oin 
ww w, O - ea g teb e dc h arub o. c om 


Keep around 
your house 
and yard dean 




ORANJESTAD -- Especially 
for tlie holiday season 
Guardian Group Falum pre¬ 
sented iheir clients with a 
beautiful basket and a sun¬ 
shade. This special gift was 
given to clients who metwitli 
the necessary requirements 
hy law rapidly 

Based on the change in 
law regarding money laun- 
denng and terronsm, 
Guardian Group Fatum initi¬ 
ated a specif promotion 
among their clients whom 
presented the required docu¬ 
ments at their 0 ffice. Tlie pro¬ 
motion was very successful 
as the clients did their utmost 
to be on time witli the re¬ 
quired documents so tliey 
could be in tlie game to win a 
prize. 

Tbe clients who delivered 


on time participated to win a basket, which was recently 


presented to them 

Pictured are some of the 
winners; Glenda Pietersz 
Malusca Sclimidt, Chavier E. 
Martina, and Mrs Mad el Ja- 
CDpucci of Guardian Group 
Fatum. 

Tlie other winners were: 
Jean K. Joseph, Milton Hen- 
nquez, Lynell Bernadina, 
Dgenio Toppenberg, 

Michael York, Guido Alexan¬ 
der Rossetti Bracho y Athur 
Thomas Hinkel. 

Tlie new law prescnbes 
tliat all chents of an insurance 
company must present a valid 
identity before they can be at¬ 


tended by the insurance com¬ 
pany. Tlie company must 
have among others: a valid 
identification and a proof of 
tlie clients correct adress on 
file. 

Clients who have not yet 
presented the necessary infor¬ 
mation still have tlie opportu¬ 
nity to do so and also 
participate in the campaign to 
win priz e s by p resenting their 
documents personally and on 
time to meet tlie requirements 
regarding the law of money 
laundering and terrorism, 
said a Guardian Group Fatum 
spokesperson. 
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S^dfOOd Si-afooil Jia 297-280-6666 

Vi Lb Fresh Fish USS 10.85 APIs. 19.0 Q 

{Includes: 4'pc funchi, fned plantains french fries, creoie sauce & pickled onions] 

yj Lb Fresh ShnmjK US$ 15.40 APIs, 27.00 

{Irictucfes: 2-pc funchi,. fried plariitains frendi frie^, tartar sauce picMed cmiors] 
Calco 'Conch" in Creole or garfic sauce US$ 2170 APIs. 38.00 
{Includes: Rice, coleslaw^ french fries 5 fried pianfafrt} 

Paifried Lobsfer 602 . LJS$ 20.00 APIs. 35.00 

{Includes: RicSj coleslaw, french fries & fried planfatn) 

Special Plates 

Chicken Sale 

(Includes: french fries & peanijt sauce] 

Fillet Mignon 6 oz {Angus) US$ 18.30 Afis. 32.00 

(Includes: Rice, coleslaw french, fries & fried plantaipj 

Extra side orders US| 3*00 Afls, 5 . 0 fl 
(RicQ, french fries, friect plantain) 

Ask for the Soup ofthi^ay 

Italiestraat # 50 (Orange Plaza) 


US$ 10.a£ AFIs. 19.00 



Why Complicate Life? 


somebody? 
Wanna meet up? 

Wanna be understood? 
Hava questions? 

Don't like Bometblng? 
Lika something? 

Want something? 

Leva somaona? 


* I CaXi 

..Invite 
..Explain 

* . Ask 

-,3ny it 
*.State It 
,.Ask for it 
*.Tall it 


Wg just have ona Life* 
fCGep it Simple* 


BLACKJACK 

TOURNAMENT 

GO ALL-IN WITH 
*500 IN CASH PRIZES! 


*5 BUY-IN 

Saturdays 
Registration 6pm 
Tournament starts 8pm 

Re-entry with every 25 points 
accumulated on your 
Trop Advantage" Card or ^5. 

MaragsmefH fekives the lig^il to charge or canc-El F^dmerioas at ihEir diacrelioo 
Mist iM 1 & fears cr age or tidef Musi he a meutiar of tfis- Tnop A^anta^a Ciut> 
Idpaitjoiiiate. Ptay ra^nsbt/VA'F.v.ganiblsts&nan^nigus.or.g. 




OG0O 

CLUB & CASINO 


IRAUSQUIH BLVD. 14 ^ 
Anibs, Dutch CaribbHn 
trfiparuba.cain 


tiopcm; 


- TROPIC AN A E NIEJtTAlNA^ E N T C ASIMOS I TRO PIC AN AC AS IN OS.COA^- 

MOrtsLEJ 000©!WHA ^EILF 

___ l)t W.IUM ICrMljE. 


IINII'LI+<I 4 * 


am 


eadlHMiim 


SETAR looks back on 2013 with satisfaction 




SETAR looks back on 2013 
with contentment and great 
satisfaction. The past ysar 
was also the year that SETAR 
celebrated its 10 years of 
being an NY EXie to this they 
had numerous promotions 
For example they offered a 
ID cents calling tariff from a 
SETAR number to another 
SETAR number in connec¬ 
tion with their 1 Dlh anniver¬ 
sary. Every montli tliey 
raffled prizes among clients 
among them was the special 
promotion for those dients 
who paid their bill before die 
due date. Also every month 
clients had the opportunity to 
win a smartphone of different 
brands. 


SETAR opened 2D13 witli 
a Afls.lO.DOO raffle among 
their clients and closed with a 
Afls.5Q.000 cashpnzeraffled 
among clients. Five clients 
won the amount of 
Afls. 10.ODD each. The raffle 
and other prizes during the 
entire year were many and 
varied. 

One such activity which 
caught much attention in 
2D13 was the successfiil Selar 
Gaming Event in which new 
games were introduced and 
entire families participated 
for two days long 

In 2013 SETAR also intro¬ 
duced the Black Berry ZID 
and QIO and became tlie au- 
thonzed reseller of the Apple 
Company on Aruba Tliey 
brought the iPhone 5s and 5c 


to Aruba witli attractive pro¬ 
motions. SETAR also intro¬ 
duced ''HBD on Demand,” 
Upgraded their Electronic 
Cable TV guide, flie ''Roam¬ 
ing Bundles” service and the 
“Unlimited packages” for 
cellular. 

Dunng 2013 Setar in¬ 
formed the public that they 
were ready for LTE 4G and 
soon would introduce speeds 
never seen before for their 
LTE devices. In 2013 they 
also introduced the new on¬ 
line service Mi SETAR for all 
clients to use on a 24/7 basis 
at tlieir convenience. 

As the numb er one 
tel ecommuni cati o n s c o m - 
pany on Aruba SETAR has 
been very involved in the 
Aruban community. Tliey 
have helped many organiza¬ 
tions,, foundations and in¬ 
stances in our community. 


Some of the big contributions 
made by SETAR during the 
year were: their sponsorship 
of the Musica Foundation, 
Kite competition, Voz-iLan- 
dia Escolar, Dande and 
March I Sth Aruba’s Flag and 
Anthem Da>'; Green Educa¬ 
tion sy mp 0 sium, Jum o r 
League Latin Amenca Tour¬ 
nament and the Dai'e to 
Dream Foundation of Xander 
Bogaerts. Of course SETAR 
IS also partnered with SAC 
(Aruba’s Caniaval Organisa¬ 
tion) in connection with 
Aruba’s Grand dOtli Camval 
Celebration. SETAR will in¬ 
troduce a special app and 
telephone card commemorat¬ 
ing this grand event. 

During 2013 Setar was 
also host Bttid organizer of dif¬ 
ferent conferences of interna¬ 
tional caliber on the filed of 
telecommunications in 



Aruba They organized, 
among others, the amiual 
CANTO conference 

(C anbb ean N ati onal Tel e com 
Organizations). Some 500^ 
persons participated in that 
conference and exhibition. 
Anotlier conference was the 
LACNIC 2013 and GSM LA 
BARG 2013, 

SETAF. will continue 
working hard, providing 
clients and the entire commu¬ 
nity of Aruba the best of serv¬ 
ice and best quality. SETAR 
IS very grateflil to all their 
clients and employees and 
wish all a prosperous New 
Year 20141 
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"O" Restaurant cited by 
contributing Forbes writer 

John Giuffb 




Dande performers at O’s to welcome the New Year 


Forbes Magazme aiid Village 
Voice CDntnbuting Writer 
John Giuffo^ autlior of the 
column "Small World, Big 
Moutli" spent Ins New Year's 
on Aruba, simply as a guest 
and obsen,rer His motto: "I 


only tlie smallest effort. We 
do concede that during tins 
exceptionally busy week on 
the island, an extended con¬ 
sultation with a resort's 
concierge to obtain such in¬ 
formation, is difficult Some 


concierges 
are stnctly 
required by 
their resorts 
to only pro¬ 
mote com- 


p a n 1 e s 
which 
maintain 
tour desks 
or have 


Enjoying fireworks from the 
rooftop garage 

travel, look for good food 
when I do, and I wnte about 
b 0 th." An envi abl e vo c ati on 
indeed! On January 2, Ins as¬ 
sessment of the island's offer¬ 
ings were a featured colunm 
on the Forbes Magazine web¬ 
site, titled "Aruba's Surpris¬ 
ingly Impressive New Year's 
Eve." 

Admittedly the column is 
a mixed review. His initial 
impressions of Aruba, with 
all the name food firanchises 
that populate Palm Beach, 
which could be easily found 
in Ins neighborhood, are not 
what he expected or hoped 
for in his Caribbean sojourn. 
His superficial assessment is 
not uncommon when encoun- 
tenng the island for the first 
time, without venturing be¬ 
yond the areas developed by 
the resorts. He would have 
preferred a more authentic 
Aruban experience, which 
can be easily obtained with 


agreements 
with the re¬ 
sorts. How¬ 
ever, the 

Internet is 
easily ac¬ 
cessible and 
a wealth of 
information 
IS readily 
had via 

c omments 
and recom- 
ent visi¬ 
tors fiom a number of 
websites. 

Despite his imtial disen¬ 
chantment, Mr. Giuffo was 
completely turned around 
after expenencing the excite¬ 
ment and wonder of New 
Year's Eve on Aruba. He only 
had glowing praise for the 
spectacle of tlie island aliglit 
witli fireworksm every direc¬ 
tion fi'om his vantage point 
on the top level of the Paseo 
Herencia Shopping Mall 
parkmglot Another superstar 
that contributed to his posi¬ 
tive experience was the New 
Year's Eve Party at the new 
"O'^ P..estaurant, on the sec¬ 
ond level 0 f tlie mall. 

"O" opened its doors in 
early December, taking over 
the spot til at was originally 
"Mr. Jazz." Unfortunately, it 
is the former establishment to 
winch Mr. Giuffo links to in 
Ins article; for up to date in¬ 
fo niiati on, visit their FB 
page: https://www.face- 

b 0 □ k. c om/O Arub a 



John Giuffo 

Owner/Manager of "O," 
Edjean Semeleer, is a charm¬ 
ing host and one of Aruba's 
most beloved smging stars, a 
smootil baritone noted for Ins 
Frank Sinatra tributes. Mr. 
Giuffo enjoyed the "old 
school romance" a of the 
club, with the holiday patrons 
"dressed to die miies." He ad¬ 
mired the innate talent o f the 
patrons when dancing salsa 
and mereiigue. "I'll never 
dance like Grandpa over 
there," he wrote. "Those 
dudes had moves...we had 
nothing on those old folks." 

A self-descubed "kitchen 
superstar," Mr. Giuffo cites 
"Tlie food was o ff the chain," 
regarding his holiday dinner 
at" O." It was the hi ghli ght o f 
the evening, when the restau¬ 
rant hosts escorted their 
guests to tlie Paseo Herencia 
rooftop to watch tlie midnight 
pyrotechnics, which "finally 
convinced me to relax and 
enjoy Aruba, for all of its con¬ 
tradictions and mixed mes¬ 
sages." He describes 
watclniig the display tlial 
takes place on Aruba every 
New Year's Eve" as one of the 
best fireworks show I have 
seen in my life, and that's in¬ 
cluding tliDse by Macy's, 
Gnicas and Disney" 11 

"It was unlike any other 
New Year's Eve I had experi¬ 
enced," he tells his readers. 
"Sometlung I'd only gotten in 
Aruba." 

Tliere are several things a 
reader can take away firom 
the flill article, found here, 
http: //www. fo rb e s. c om/ site s/j 
olingiuffo/JDl 3/12/31/arub as 
-surprisingly-impressive- 
new-years-eve/ 

A major point to learn 
from tlie piece is it is worth 
exploring Aruba away from 
the resort areas, for a more 
authentic experience Also, 
dedicate at least one evening 
to dinner at P^.e3tauralll 
and Lounge, even if it is not 
New Year's Eve. Good food, 
music and company with live 
bands on the weekends, will 
provide a true taste of island 
food and hospitality. 

By Rosalie Klan 





Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco f Cable TV 
Free Internet I Library t Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Ff i; 8a tri-Tpm. Sat&Su n: 9arn-5pm _ 


/ 583-7484 Fax; 583-5203 


E-mail: qijality@5etarrvet.aw - Website: www.ambaquaiityapflrtments.com | 




The Year 2014 Aaif begun 
and we had shn^e fun 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall. 
Oranjestad, Tel ; 5SG4494 


By: Roland W. Petei’son. 


Ne\"cr before in liistoiy was it ever seen 
Tliat is tlie year 2014 
Tbc streets filled with smoke 
And believe me tliis was no joke 


Yon could hardly see 
youi' neighbor^ 
Jokingly eveiyone 
wished tlie otlier a 
Happy New Year 
Even if you eould not 
seej but only hear 
Tliat was all you 
could hear 


Hie year 2014 had begim 
And we had simple fliiL 


TAisfe of IhMa 


Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


There was Jolmiiy 
Chan 


Wlio igniled tlie “pagaiia” 

Hiei e was no otlier who can 
Tlieii came Rudy witli liis clan 
We all told jokes and had some flui 


Hie pop of tlie champagne bottle was not even 

heard, 

as we sipped the champagne the cold breeze 

settled in 

It started to tbizzle tlien 
the neighbors went home 
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At The Casino at the Radisson 

Lucky winners celebrate the New Year with extra 

cash in their pockets 



PALM BEACH - This 
past holiday season saw a 
ton of visitors at tlie 
Casino at tlie Radisson^ 
celebrating the holidays 
as well as their jackpot 
wimiings. Seen here^ one 
lucky and veiy happy 
winner, all the way from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, witli a 
whopping jackpot prize 
of $7,290,00. 

Also happy to pose for 
a picture witli her win- 
nmgs, local visitor Bar¬ 
bara Figaroa Henriquez 
was playing tlie popular 
Gaminator machine 
wlien she hit the jackpot, 
Distracted by her hus¬ 
band, Barbara was sur¬ 
prised when her own 
machine lit up, announc¬ 


ing her Sizzling 7 jackpot 
of $2,000.00. Deliglited 
witli their winnings, Bar¬ 
bara's husband declared 
the Casino at tlie Eadis- 
son to be their favorite 


casino on t!ie island, say¬ 
ing: 'To be a winner you 
have to visit tlie Casino at 
The Radisson hotel, 

A New Year means 
new opportunities to win 


at The Casino at tlie 
Radisson. The Bingo Pro¬ 
gressive Jackpot cur¬ 
rently stands at $ 
45,282.55 and counting, 
tlie largest progressive on 


tlie Island. The Bad Beat 
Jackpot has reached 
$16,^0.86f wtiile tlie 
Caribbean Stud Poker 
jackpot is offering up 
$20,215.30. 



NISSAIM 



Innovation 

that excites 

* Door to more 

* Surprisingly 
Spacious 

* Environmentally 
Friendly 


NEW NISSAN NOTE. 

TECHNOLOGY FOR ALL THAT WE ARE. 

Our gadgets, the places we go to, the things we travel with. 
It all speaks of who we are. The New Nissan. Note has room 
for everything thats innpoirlant and the technology to make 

things a little bit easier. 



Intelligent Ke^ with 
Push Sutton Ignitiart. 




Flexible Cargo Space. 



AWG. 43,800 

{excl. bbdl 



Cay a Ernesto Petronia 21 -Tei; 582-1547 
Fax: 582-9877 * www.nissan.aw * 
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< come, 
i stay with us! 

1 ft weH 
^J'[lJartr^l0rt1: 

jl apaTlnwnti. 

PlfMise Aetlt us 
www.ikireyaniba.f'Q'^ 



Kerry on third day of 
Mideast shuttle 


JERUSALEM (AFP) - US 
Secretary of State Jolm Kerry 
was Saturday to shuttle back 
arid forth between Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders for a tlnrd 
day in an intense new phase 
of talks grasping for a peace 
deal. 

After more than eight 
hours of talks on Thursday 
and Fnday Keny was again 
to meet witli Israeli Pnme 
Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu as he seeks to tie 
down a framework to guide 
negotiations towards a peace 
deal. 

But US officials, who had 
already warned they were not 
expecting a breakthrough, ac¬ 
knowledged late Friday it 
was unlikely that agreement 
on a framework accord 
would be reached this week, 
coneeding it would take more 
time 

Kerry met witil Palestinian 
president Malimud Abbas for 
some SIX hours on Friday, and 
was due to have another 
round o f talks witli him in lus 
West Bank headquarters on 
Saturday. 

Both sides have voiced 
open scepticism about the 


proposed framework, despite 
agreeing in July when direct 
talks were relaunched after a 
three-year hiatus not to com¬ 
ment in public. 

"Netanyahu has serious,, 
serious concerns about the 
plan as has been presented to 
him, whetlier it be on tlie 
ability of Israel to defend its 
borders or the reliability of a 
Palestinian state Eind their in¬ 
tentions," Yisitmg Republican 
Senator John McCain said in 
Jerusalem after meeting the 
Israeli leader. 

Israelis were particularly 
concerned about "their over¬ 
all security; whether it be 
boundanes, whether it be 
areas under Palestinian con¬ 
trol,"' he added. 

And top Palestinian offi¬ 
cial Yasser Abed Rabbo was 
Tliursday unenthusi a sti c 

about the proposed frame¬ 
work agreement, saying it 
"limits Palestinian sover¬ 
eignty" on the West Bank. 

But when Kerry was asked 
if he was gaining any traction 
in the talks as he met with 
Abbas in P..amallah, he 
replied: "Every day (is) 
progress." 


Nuns in Spain red-faced after 
missing call from pope 

MADP^.ID (AFP) - A group of nuns in ^pain got a New Year 
surprise when they checked tlieir answerphonemaclnne to dis¬ 
cover tliey had missed a call from tlie Pop e, who left a message 
asking why they didn't pick up. 

"What can the nuns be doing that stops tliem answenng tlie 
phone?" said Pope Francis, chuckling, mthe message he left 
on New Year's Eve for the Barefoot Carmelites of Lucena, 
aired on Spanish radio on Friday. 

"This IS Pope Francis," he went on. "I wanted to give you 
New Year's greetings 111 see if I can reach you later. God bless 
you." 

The pnoress of the convent, Sister Adriana, told COPE 
radio station she and tlie four other nuns were not listemng for 
the phone because they were busy at their midday prayers. 

She said the Pope was an old friend of some of tlie nuns in 
their group, who, like him, come from Argentina. 

They no w nm tlie convent in a working class suburb o f Lu¬ 
cena, a town near Cordoba in southern Spain 

"When ray duties allowed me to go to the phone, I literally 
wanted to die" on hearing the missed message, Adriana said. 

"I took down tlie message and pass edit on to tlie otliernuns. 
We told ourselves we had just been ftdfilling our duty of 
prayer We never thought the Pope would remember us." 

She frantically called a bishop and otlier contacts to try and 
return the call to the Vatican, without success, but Francis 
called back and managed to talk to the nuns in the eveiung. 
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’Fast and Furious’ star’s car doing over 
100 niph: coroner 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Tlie 
car carrying late "Fast and 
Funous" star Paul Walker 
was doing over IDO miles 
(IdD kilometers) per hour 
when it crashed, nearly cut¬ 
ting the high-powered vehi¬ 
cle in halt coroners said 
Fnday. 

The 4 D -y e ar- 0 1 d actor's 
body was charred beyond 
recognition in tlie November 
3D accident, they said in a re¬ 
port describing the burned- 
out wreckage in graphic 
detail. 

Tie $4OO,0DO 2DD5 car 
was dnven by Walker's friend 
Roger Rodas, who also died 
in tlie crash in Santa Clanta, 
iiortli of Los Angeles; where 
they had attended a charity 
event. 

Neither man tested posi¬ 
tive for alcohol or drugs in¬ 
cluding manjuana, cocaine, 
opiates and methampheta- 
niine, a coroner's report said, 


adding that autopsies were 
conducted on December 3, 
but toxicology results were 
only confirmed Friday. 

"Tie dnver was dnving a 
red Porsche Carrera GT... at 
an unsafe speed, approxi¬ 
mately lOD-plus miles per 
hour," said the report, citing 
an investigator's account of 
the crash 

Tie report said Walker 
was found" weaniig remnants 
of a blaick T-shirt, a pair of 
black j eans and a pair of gray 
boxer bnefs" and was "lying 
supine in the passenger seat." 

"The decedent was 
charred and in a pugilistic 
stance," it said, descnbmg tlie 
posture of his body after the 
crash. 

A coroner's spokesman 
said "pugilistic" desenbed 
"how the muscles of the body 
contract due to tlie heat into a 
'boxer-like' appearance " 

Tie report said the driver 


lost control of the car "forun- 
kn 01 .V 11 reas o ns," cau sing it to 
spin around and lut a curb, 
after which the driver's side 
□f the Porsche struck a tree 
and tlien a Light post. 

"The force of those colli¬ 
sions caused the vehicle to 
spin LSD degrees and con¬ 
tinue 111 an easterly direction. 
Tie passenger side of the ve¬ 
in cl e then struck another tree 
and burst into flames," it said. 

"The vehicle was totaled 
with major traffic collision 
damage ^1 around, and it ap¬ 
peared that tlie vehicle was 
almost split in half" the re¬ 
port added, saying: "Thema- 
jonty of tlie velude was also 
charred" 

It said Walker's body "can¬ 
not be positively identified 
visualLy," adding that "due to 
tlie extent of the injuries, the 
decedent (was) not (a) viable 
candidate for tissue dona¬ 
tion " 
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First New 
Year 

hooligans 
appear in 
fast-track 
courts, are 
sent to Jail 

THE HAGUE - handfiil of the 
SOO people aiTeuted duimg tlie 
Mew Year festivities appeared 
in fast-liack courts in Ttie 
Hague, Utrecht, R.otterdain 
and Amsterdam on Fiiiay. 

The first suspect was a man 
from The Hague who kcked a 
police officer wliile being ai'- 
rested. He was jailed for four 
months, two suspended. He 
was also placed under curfew 
for thisyeai''s celebrations Eitid 
ordered to pay the policeman 
€250 compensation. 

in Rotterdam, a4i-year-old 
man who threw a bottle at po¬ 
lice was jailed for 10 mondrs, 
four SLisp ended. 

The judge said the incident 
was an attempt to uiflict severe 
injuries on tlie officer con¬ 
cerned, the Telegraaf reports. 
Tliemaii claimed to remember 
notlung of the incident, saying 
he was under the influence of 
dnnk and drugs. 

In Utrecht, a 29-year-old 
man was jailed for three 
months, one suspended, for 
Intting a police officer who 
was are sting his nephew. Tlie 
youth was jailed for four 
weeks, two suspended, for 
tlirowing fireworks at the po¬ 
lice. 

in Amstei’dam, a 27-y ear-old 
man who hit and spat at Dutch 
railway workers was found 
guilty of assault hut freed Hie 
court mled the three days he 
spent in jaii was sufficientpun- 
1 sliment hut also ordered Inm 
to pay €15D m conipensatioix 
tlie Tele graaf says 

The courts have heen told 
to he tough on Hew Yeai' rev¬ 
ellers, with sentences in¬ 
creased by 200% for atta^cks on 
emergency service workers. 


Dozens of Qaeda fighters killed in Iraq clashes 
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RAM AD I (AFP) - Iraqi forces 
and tiibesmen killed dozens of 
Al-Qaeia-linked militants Fn- 
day as they fought to dislo ige 
them in and neai' the Anbai' 
provincial capital of Ramadi, a 
senior mihtia leader said 

Parts of Ramadi and Fallu- 
jah, west of Baghdad, have 
been held by militants for 
days, hai'kemng back to the 
year's after the 2003 US-led in¬ 
vasion when both cities were 
insurgent strongholds. 

Fighting began m the P.a- 
madi ar'ea Monday, when secu¬ 
rity forces removed tlie main 


anti-government protest camp 
set up after demonstrations 
broke out m late 2012 against 
what Sunni Arabs say is the 
marginalisation and targeting 
of their community. 

Anger at the Shiite-led gov- 
ei'nment among the Sunni mi¬ 
nority IS seen as one of the 
mam drivers of the worst vio¬ 
lence to hit Iraq in five yeai s. 

Sheikh Alimed Abu Pasha, a 
semor leader of Anbai''s Sahwa 
anti-Qaeda militia, told AFP 
secunty forces and tribesmen 
killed Id fighters fiom the Is¬ 
lamic State of Iraq and the 


Levant group in Khaldiyah, 
neai' Ramadi, and 4i3 more in 
the city Itself 

A police captain had earlier 
said fighters from ISIL, winch 
operates in Syria as well, had 
advanced in early morning 
clashes into ai'eas of central 
Ramadi and deployed snipers 
on one sti'eet. 

But Iraqi police, SWAT 
forces and allied tnbesmen 
later battled ISIL militants in 
the area. Lieutenant Colonel 
Muthanna al-Hazza told AFP 

A police colonel said the 
ai'iny had re-entered aieas of 


Fallujah, between Ramadi and 
Baghdad, but that around a 
quai'ter of tlie city remained 
under ISIL control. 

Soldiers and tnbesmen held 
the rest and had also sur¬ 
rounded tlie city, he said 
Ho wev er, a p oh ce li euten ant 
c d1 onel sai d that wlul e sol dters 
had deployed around tlie city, 
they had not yet entered. 

At least 14 people were 
kiHe d on Monday and Tuesday 
in and near Ramadi. 

Fallujah was the target of 
two major assaults after the 
2003 invasion, in which Amer¬ 


ican forces saw some of their 
heaviest fighting since the 
Vietnam Wai'. 

American troops fought for 
years, aided by Sunm tribes¬ 
men in the Sahwa militia forces 
fi'oin late 2Q0d, to wrest control 
Q f Anb ar from miliiants. 

Durmg their time in Iraq, US 
forces suffered almost one- 
third of tlieir total fatalities in 
Anbai', according to independ¬ 
ent website icasuallies.org 

But two years after US forces 
withdrew firom Iraq, tire power 
of militants in tlie provmce is 
again on tlie rise. 
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H1N1 flu claims five lives in 
Canada's Alberta province 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US Justice DepcU'tmaat on Fri¬ 
day aliked tlie Supreme Court 
to thi'ow out a challenge from 
a nuns' group against a birth 
control mandate in the Oba¬ 
macare heal til reform law: 

The Little Sisters of the Poor 
had asked the US Ingh court to 
exempt it from the controver¬ 
sial biitli contiol clause, sayuig 
tliat providing birth control 
was contraiy to its religious 
beliefs. 

Tlie US goveinment, in its 
written response, asked tire 
court to lift the temporaiy 
block on birth control, arg^ung 
tliat the provision does not 
apply to tire nuns anyway. 

Tlie Little Sisters' lawsuit is 
"not about the availability or 
adequacy of a religious accom¬ 
modation,'* the Justice DepEirt- 
ment brief said 

Instead, the nuns group 
wants to "justify its refusal to 
sign a self-certifrcation that se¬ 
cures the veiy religion-based 
exemption the objector seeks" 

Justice Soma Solomayor 
had issued the temporary block 
on the birth control provision 
late Tuesday giving the US 
govermnent until Friday to 
provide its response. 

The US adminstration wrote 
in its filing til at the Obamacai e 
law -- formally known as ilie 
Affordable Care Act -- does 
not require the nuns or any 
other nonprofit religious group 
to provide employees with in¬ 
surance coverage for birth con¬ 
trol. 

Tlie nuns had argued that 
signing a waiver -- which 
would allow an insurance ad¬ 
ministrator to provide the cov¬ 
erage through separate fmiding 
-- would make them compfrcit 
in making birth control avail¬ 
able. 

But tlie Justice Department 
noted that the administrator of 
tlie nun group's insurance -- 
winch IS Itself a church group, 
itself -- IS also exempt from 
providing coverage for birth 
control. 

Tlie landmark Affordable 


US 

Care Act (ACA) legislation 
was a bid by Obama to guaran¬ 
tee that umiisured Americans 
are afforded access to medical 
cai'e, but opponents have ob¬ 
jected strongly to vaiious as¬ 
pects of the law. 

The birth control require¬ 
ment has been one of the most 
controversial aspects of the US 
health law, and has received 
spirited pushback from reli¬ 
giously affiliated organiza¬ 
tions. 

Eotomayor had acted late 
New Year's Eve, just hours be¬ 
fore ma|or provisions of the 
Affordable Care Act law were 
to take effect, asking for the 
government's response by Fn- 
day. It was not cleai' when she 
would make her decision now 
tliat the government had filed. 

Her order late Tuesday ap¬ 
plied to the Little Sisters of die 
Poor and other P^.oman 
Catliolie nonprofit groups that 
use a health plan called tlie 
Clmstian Brothers Employee 
Benefit Tmst. 

The US Ingh court agreed 
in late November to hear sev¬ 
eral cases diat could settle die 
dispute between the Obama 
adimni strati on and private 
companies nm by Christian 
conseiwahves over whether 
diose businesses must pay for 
birth control if couti'aceptive 
coverage conflicts with the re¬ 
ligious beliefs of the business 
owner 

Since its passage in TDID, 
□bamacai'e has survived mul¬ 
tiple repeal attempts by Re¬ 
publican lawmakers, a US 
Supreme Court heating, and a 
disastrous rollout of the web¬ 
site setup to assist die launch 
of die legislation. 

Under the law, it is illegal 
for insurers to deny coverage 
because of pre-existing condi¬ 
tions or to limit die level of an¬ 
nual reimburseinents for 
essential services -- practices 
111 die past ^vlllch had left some 
patients facing financial rum 

It also now is mandatory 
for any US resident to enrolllu 
a health care plan. 


MONTREAL (AFP) - Au 
HlNl flu outbreak in Alberta 
has sickened nearly 1,000 peo¬ 
ple and killed five, die Cana¬ 
dian province's health mimsler 
said Fnday, urging eveiyone to 
get vaccinated 

“Over the past few weeks, 
we have seen a surge in the 
number of influenza cases 
across Alberta. Many of diose 
affected are healthy young 
adults," Health Mimster Fred 
Home said in a statement. 

In total, 965 cases of die flu 
have been con firm edhy health 
authorities in the province, 
widi just more diaii ?50 requir¬ 
ing hospitalization, he ex- 
plamed 

“Sadly, five Albertans ad¬ 
mitted to the ICU have died," 
Horne said, emphasizing that 
the age and health of the pa¬ 
tients was unusual. 

“It IS concerning that we are 
seeing younger, working-age 
adults being hospitalized," he 
said. 

So far, only around one in 
five residents have gotten flu 
shots, winch, Home empha¬ 
sized, ai'e needed to protect 
"you, your friends, family, co- 
workers and everyone you 
come into contact widi. 

“That includes vulnerable 
Albertans for whom the flu can 
mean serious illness or even 
deadx" he stressed. 

To encourage vaccination 
efforts, the province has in- 
ci'eased die number of centers 


offering the shot and extended 
the hours. Local television 
showed long lines in the cities 
of Edmonton and Calgary. 

The peak of the flu season 
typically comes in February, 
according to health authorities 
who feai' a surge m cases diat 
could overwhelm health cen¬ 
ters 


In some parts of Alberta, 
"influenza is starting to dog 
emei'gency rooms, limit access 
to hoEpitsd beds and put stiain 
on other healdi care re¬ 
sources," Home said. 

Tlie outbreak IS also stalling 
to spread to odrer provinces, 
and one person reportedly died 
from the flu in Qntano. 


E-cigarette vapor contains 
nicotine, not other toxins 



NEW YORK - Researchers and regulators have ques¬ 
tioned whether e-cigarettes are a smoking cessation aid 
or may lure more young people toward smoking, as well 
as what effects they have on health. They found that 
people standing near someone using an e-cigarette will 
be exposed to nicotine, but not to oth^ chemicals found 
in tobacco cigarette smoke, according to anew study.E- 
cigarettes, or electronic cigarettes, create a nicotine-rich 
vapor that can be inhaled, or Vaped.' E-cigarettes also 
produced some particulate matter, but regular cigarettes 
produced about seven times more. E-cigarettes didn't 
change the amount of carbon monoxide or other gases 
in the air. 
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Kennedy Center 2013 
Honorees 



WASHINGTON -The celebration honors five outstanding 
people from the performing arts industry each year and 
this marks the 3€th occasion for the event The recipi- 
^ts are longtime masters oftheir craft who have shown 
exceifence and artistic achievement in their field for 
decades. In December, Kennedy Center Honors inducted 
Shirley MacLaine, Billy Joel, Carlos Santana, Herbie 
Hancock and Martina Arroyo at a special event attended 
by the President and First Lady along with other Holly¬ 
wood and political elites. 


New Springsteen album to get early 
streaming in US 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Bmee 
Springsteen fans will be able 
to stream all 12 tracks □£ the 
rocker's new 'High Hopes" 
album starting Sunday --if 
they're in tlie United States, 
that IS. 

Broadcaster CBS said 
Thursday it will host the pre¬ 
release at 

WWW cbs.com/springsteen 
ahead of a January 12 
episode of its legal drama 
"Tlie Good Wife'" featuring 
three songs from the record. 

But a CBS spokeswoman 
told AFP that ■streaming of 
the album is restncted to tlie 
Umted States only' -- leaving 
fans abroad to cool dieir heels 
until "High Hopes' gets its 
general release on January 14 

Some fans already have 
The Boss's IStli studio album 
— Ins first since "Wrecking 
Ball" in 2D 12 -- on tlieir dig¬ 
ital players after it briefly 
popped up onAn 1 a 20 n.com 
as an MP3 download last 
weekend 


Springsteen's label is Co¬ 
lumbia Records, a Sony 
Music Entertainment sub¬ 
sidiary formerly owned by 
CBS that was belnnd the sur¬ 
prise online release of Bey- 
once's fifth album on 
December 13. 

"Bey once" is currently 
spending its third week atop 
the Billboard 2DO album 


chart, having sold more tlian 
1 3 million copies. 

"High Hopes" is a miz of 
cover versions, studio out- 
takes and re-recordings 
winch Spnngsteen — who has 
concerts upcoming in South 
Afirica, Australia and New 
Zealand -- has called '"music 
I always felt needed to be re¬ 
leased. " 
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Talk and die: The invisible threat 
from brain iryuries 


PAPJS (AFP) - Blows to the 
head can be silent bllers for 
which swift diagnosis is often 
tlie only recourse, say doctors 

Even if there is no damage 
to the outside of Uie head, the 
impact may inflict catastrophic 
damage to the brain inside, 
tliey say 

Because a shock tliat 
smashes the braia a 1.3-kilo 
(2.3-pound) organ with the 
consistency of soft jelly, 
against the hard protective 
shell of the skull, can damage 
nerves, brain cells and blood 
vessels. 

Blood clots and bruising 
then result, wluch in turn 
causes pressure to biuld up and 
squeeze tlie braiix worsening 
tlie damage and amplifying the 
nsk of permanent handicap or 
deatli. 

Doctors looking at sus¬ 
pected brain hauma can call on 
X-rays or In-tech 3-D scanners 
as diagnostic tools, but treat¬ 
ment options are relatively 
few Dnigs may ease rising 
pressure in tlie brain but some¬ 
times surgeiy is required. 

In tlie case of Fonnula 1 star 
Michael Schumacher -- diag- 


Tr^umitit Brain Injurln 



nosed immediately after his 
skiing accident on Sunday -- 
neurosurgeons first operated 
to tackle bleeding and bruising 
and then placed him in an aiti- 
flcial coma after a post-opera¬ 
tive scan showed "widespread 
lesions" on botti sides of the 
brain. 

Tried and tested, the coma 
reduces the patient's tempera¬ 
ture to EdTQund 35 degrees Cel¬ 
sius (9'5 degrees Fahienheit) to 
reduce swelling. By being un¬ 
conscious, tlie brain is also 
switched off to sounds, liglit 
and otlier triggers that cause 
the organ to use up ozygen as 
it processes the stimuli. 


It can take up to 4 S hours for 
symptoms of brain injury to 
emerge, winch is why anyone 
who suffers even mild concus¬ 
sion should seek medical at- 
tentioa saidTiuelle. 

According to a 20D7 Aus¬ 
tral aa an stu dy in the J oumal o f 
Clinical Neuroscience, around 
one in every 40 cases of head 
injury documented over a ID- 
yeai' period at a major trauma 
centi'e were of so-called "talk- 
and-die‘ syndrome. 

This mears the patients ini¬ 
tially felt okay after the inci¬ 
dent but subsequently 
deteiTorated and died fl‘om in¬ 
ti'acranial causes. 

One suspected " talk-and- 
die" case is that of actress 
Natasha Richardson, tlie wife 
of star Liam Neeson, who died 
after ai apparently innocuous 
tumble on a beginners' ski 
slope in 20D9 

Bran injuries may also re¬ 
sult from repeated concussive 
blows, rather than a single ex¬ 
treme incident, which is why 
lugh-inipact sports such as 
American football rugby aid 
ice hockey ae under close 
scmtiny at the moment. 


Bump, Flock apps to be 

discontinued 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Smartphone file-sharing apps 
Bump and Flock have ai- 
nounced that they will be dis¬ 
continued at the end of 
January. 

US Internet giait Google 
bought the Bump Teclmolo- 
gies startup behind tlie apps in 
September for a deal report¬ 
edly woilh between $3Q mil¬ 
lion aid $60 nulhon 

"'We ae now deeply fo¬ 
cused on our new projects 
within Googje. aid we've de¬ 
cided to discontinue Bump 
and Flock,'* Bump co-founder 
aid chief executive David 
Lieb wi'ote m a blog po st late 
Tuesday 


On Jam ary 31, Bump aid 
Bock will be removed from 
botli tlie App Store aid 
Google Play, aftei'which nei¬ 
ther app will work aid all user 
data will he deleted 

Over the coming weeks, 
users eai export tlieir data by 
opemng either app aid fol¬ 
lowing instructions. They will 
then receive an emal with a 
link contaning their photos, 
videos, contacts and other 
data. 

Lieb tilanked users for their 
feedback, enthusiasm aid 
support over the years, saying 
it "brought much nieanng to 
our work.“ 

" In maiy ways. Bump was 


a revolutionary product that 
inspired many subsequent ad¬ 
vances and helped push the 
world forwad," Lieb wrote. 
“We hope our new creations at 
GoogIe will do the same." 

The Bump application lets 
smatplione users easily share 
data by gently knocking 
knuckles while holding de¬ 
vices. 

Flock softwae taps into 
smartphone location-sensing 
technology to note when 
ftiends are in proximity of one 
another and lets them con- 
tnbute to sets of photos re¬ 
flecting shared experiences 
such as a concerts or spoiling 
events 


Blazing cannabis trail, 
US states eye tourism 
surge 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Col- 
oi'ado and Washington b ecame the 
first US states to legalize recre- 
ahonsi pot shops on January 1. 

Blazing a trail they hope will 
be followed in other parts of tlie 
United States, cannabis grow¬ 
ers and otliers are also mbbing 
their hands, wlule tax collectors 
are eyeing the revenue tlie 
newly-legalized trade will gen¬ 
erate. 

Enteipnsing companies are 
even offering marijuana tours 
to cash in on tourists expected 
to be attracted to a Netlierlands- 
sfyle pot cultui'e - including in 
Colorado's famous sb resorts. 

" Just die no velly al one is bung¬ 
ing people fi'om eveiywliere,^ 
said Adan Raleigh of cannabis 
supphei'Tellunde Bud Co. 

Medical matijuanais already 
legal and regulated in 19 US 
states, and has been allowed in 
some cases for the past 2Q 
years. And in most of tliem, pn- 
vate consumption of cannabis is 
not classified as a cnine. 

But Colorado and Waslnng- 
ton are creating a rei3:eatonal 
mai-ket m vdnch local audioii- 
ties will oversee gi'owmg, dis¬ 
tribution and marketing - all of 
it le gal - for p e opl e to get 111 gh 
just for the ftin of it. 

Tlie mai'ket is huge: fi'om 
$1.4 billion in medical mari- 
j uaiia in 2 OT 3 it will gi'^o w by 64 
percent to $ 3.34 hiLhon m 2014 


witil recreational pot added in 
Colorado and Washington, ac¬ 
cording to Arcview Market Re¬ 
search, winch tracks and 
publishes data on the cannabis 
industty. 

Both states legalized recre¬ 
ational consumption of maiT- 
juana in referendums in 
November last year, but new 
rules coming into force on Jan¬ 
uaiy 1 allow cannabis shops. 

In Colorado, famous fonts 
Rocky Mountain ski resorts, 
officials dus week issued 34S 
retail manjuana licenses in¬ 
cluding for small sliops which 
from Januaiy I can sell up to 
2 S grams of pot to people aged 
2 1 or older. 

Washington state authorities 
have received applications for 
3,746 manjuEina business li¬ 
censes, including S67 retail li¬ 
censes, according to The 
Seattle Times newspaper, 
which urged cauton in an edi¬ 
torial 

Colorado's hr anich of the Na¬ 
tional Organization for the Pre¬ 
form of Marijuana Laws 
{NOP.ML) said everyone will 
benefit. 

"It will mean jobs, tax rev¬ 
enue for tlie state and local ju¬ 
ris dictions, increased tourism, 
and a developing progressive 
new mdustiy in Colorado," 
NORML attorney R.achel 
Gillette told AFP 
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Bernanke urges more action to 
cement economic recovery 
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Free Internet / Library i Swimming Pool f Laundry i Fitness Room 
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Hon - Frj: flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: 93m-5pm _ 


Tel! (297) 532-0697 / 583-7484 Faxi 563-5203 


I E-mail: qualilyg.setamet.aw - Wgbsita; www.arubaqualityapartments.com 

US Senate to vote 
Monday on Yellen 
for Federal Reserve 



WASHlNGTOTf (AFP) - Th& 
US Senate will vote Monday 
on the noimnalioii of Janet 
YeUento replace outgouig Ben 
Bernanke as chair of tlie Fed¬ 
eral P^eseiTre, Senate Demo¬ 
cratic staff said Friday. 

Yellea cuiTently the Fed 
vice-chair, easily passed a Sen¬ 
ate Banlnng Committee vote in 
Novembei; but the full Senate 
vote stalled anud otlier key 
business in the chamber and 
tangles between Democrats 
and Republic an s over nomina- 
tion, procedures generally. 

A vote endorsuig her nomi¬ 
nation would clear the way for 
Yellen to take the lead at the 
Fed on February 1, the hrst 


woman ever to lead the US 
central bank. 

At 67, Yellen has built a 
sti'ong reputation as an aca¬ 
demic econoraisl, teaching at 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, and as a veteran pol¬ 
icymaker at the Fed, 

She IS not expected to em¬ 
bark on any major policy 
slnfts: she has been a close ally 
of Bemanl^e's easy money pol¬ 
icy focused on re dU'Cm gun em¬ 
ployment in the wake of the 
300S-20D9 Great Ps.ecession. 

She has also been an arcln- 
tecl of the Fed's policy of in¬ 
creased transparency and more 
open, communication of its 
likely policy direction. 


WASHINGTON (AFP)-Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke, who steps down at 
die end of Januaty, called Fri¬ 
day for more action to ensure 
die United States recovers 
from the economic and finan¬ 
cial crisis 

In a speech at the annual 
meeting of die American Eco- 
nojmc Association in Pluladel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, Bernanke 
retraced the eight years he 
spent at the helm of the US 
central bank as it tackled die 
2003 financial crisis and die 
Great Pi.ecession. 

■“Needless to say my tenure 
has been eventfiii -- for die 
Federal Reseive, for the coun- 
tiy, and for me personally," 
Bernanke said, according to 
die text of Ills speech. 

“We took extraordiiiaiy 
measures to meet extraordi¬ 
nary economic challenges," 
sard die chairman, who will be 
succeeded on February 1. 

Highhghdng that the US un¬ 
employment rate fell fi'om 10 


percent in 2009 to 7.0 percent 
recendy, Bernanke neverthe¬ 
less insisted "Much progress 
has been made, but more re¬ 
mains to be done. “ 

The j obi ess rate " still is ele¬ 
vated," he said, reileradng con¬ 
cerns about the “unusually 
high" number of long-term un¬ 
employed and declining pal'llc- 
ipadon in the labor force, in 
part probably due to workers 
discouraged by poor job 
prospeicts. 

Bernanke said that an im¬ 
portant factor holding back the 
economy was "disappointing" 
productivity growdi. 

He said it may b e the result 
of the severity of die financial 
crisis diat tightened credit con¬ 
ditions, inliihiting innovatioix 
or may reflect longer-term 
trends unrelated to the reces¬ 
sion. 

He said the Fed's decision in. 
mid-December to modestly 
taper its JS5 billion a month 
asset-purchase program did 
not indicate any lesser com¬ 


mitment to maintain an easy- 
money policy "for as long as 
needed." 

Instead, die taper “reflected 
the progress we have made lo- 
wai'd our goal of substantial 
improvement in the labor mai- 
ket outlook that we set out 
when we began die current 
purchase program m Septem¬ 
ber 2012." 

The Fed intends to keep its 
key interest rate near xero 
“well past" the time that the 
unemployment direshold of 
fi.5 percent IS crossed, he sard, 
p arti cul arly i f m fl ad on c ontm - 
ues to run below 2.0 percent. 

Bernanke emphasized his 
efforts to make the central 
bank more transparent, saying 
it had been one of his imtial 
goals when he look the post m 
Febmaiy 2006, just as the 
housing price bubble collapsed 
and triggered the financial cri¬ 
sis. 

US stocks Friday closed out 
a boll day-shortened week 
mosdy lower 


Most Dutch workers will be better off in 
2014 but high earners take home less 


THE HAGUE - Most workers 
will have Ingher take-home 
pay in 2014 and low earners 
will benefit most, according to 
salary pro cessor ADR 
The orgamsation looked at 
the impact o f government pol¬ 
icy on wages and concluded 
people on salaries of up to 
€1,750 a month will benefit 
most fiom tax cuts and odier 
benefits m 2014 


Panama, Spain seefr fo resolve $1.6 Im 
carnal row 

PANAMA CITY (AFP) - 
The governments of 
Panama and Spain scram¬ 
bled Friday to resolve a 
dispyte with a consortium 
threatening to halt expan¬ 
sion work on the Panama 
Canal over a $1.6 billion 
cost overrun. Panamanian 
President Ricardo Mar- 
tinelll said Spanish Public 
Works Minister Ana Pas¬ 
tor wifi fly to the Central 
American countiy this 
weekend to mediate be¬ 
tween his government and the construction group led by Spanish builder Sacyr. The 
president and minister will meet on Monday with Panama Canal Authority Administrator 
Jorge QuiJano.The Grupo Unidos por el Canal (GUPC| consortium, which includes Ital- 
ian^ Belgian and Panamanian companies, has threatened to suspend the project in 
^ree weeks if canal auhiorities fail to pay the massive extra charges. The project aims 
to make the 80-kilo meter (50-mile) waterway, which handles five percent of global mar¬ 
itime trade, big enough to handle new, so-called mega cargo ships that can carry 12,000 
containers. In a letter to canal authorities dated December 00, Sacyr gave a 2t-day 
deadline for Panama to pay the extra charges or they will suspend its S3.2 billion con¬ 
tract to expand the capacity of canal. The overall cost of the project has been estimated 
atS5.2 billion. The new locks will accommodate larger ships with a capacity of 12,000 
containers - instead of those with 5,000 containers that are now able to navigate the 
canal. 



For example, someone earn¬ 
ing the minimum wage - 
€1,4S5.6Q for an adult-will be 
€55 a month better off because 
□f lower taxes and a higher 
tax-firee allowance. 

However, people earning 
over €6,500 a month will have 
up to €52 a month less to 
spend, ADR says. 

Pensioners will also benefit 
from the lower tax rate and 
clieap er healtli insurance. 

Nevei'theless, changes m 
company pension premiums 
Will also have an impact on 
take-home pay, RTL pomts 
out 

For example, people m the 
engineering and met^ working 


sector will be better off be¬ 
cause of a cul ill monthly pen¬ 
sion premiums. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


« • 

• • 

1 + 

+ • • 

:■ 

G 


E 

G 

HA. 

L 

A 

V 

E 


0 

V 

E 

R 

•fF 

V 

1 

L 

m 


E 

N 

■ 

p 


ll 

E 

D 

A 


1 

U 

• c 

R 

E 

E 

P' 

1 p 

U 

L 

S 

E 

:a 

M 

B. 

E 

R 

•HI 

A 

L 

S 


• • 


# + 


MAP 


E L L I 


M'A Lf V 


SEN* 
S T ^ I H 


S OHN 


A £ E* 

ojw E K 

gTr aInTt! 

Im A V 

• • • t *• i * 




2 Bedroom, 1 bathroom 
Mabon Kavel - Brazil 
Afis. 1000,- 
Cel. 5649485 






















































































12 


Saturday, January 4, 2014 


THE MORNING NEWS /comics & crossword 


PICKLES 




MICS 




I«>r A^iVM£)R£, 


V tUlHK iTsrAKTtP 

; eecAMe i4Ata7 
OF KEWRlWGr. 


0T=AL5A^ it 
STAJU feP IW the 
sevewTiEs WHew 
I tSeCAWfe HAECI 
OF 


MOMMA 



jT®^ hasp ■»& ^HOf^ fs?e: 

vvtfU A uyiNTteii 
PSR.^i£?J4AlL-JTV^ . 


CALVIN and HOBBES 





CROSSWORD 


CROSSWORD 


see our webside: 
www.them o m i ngnewsarub a. c om 


ACROSS 
1 Martlnelli 
et sl \. 

6 “Family_ 

(Hitch¬ 
cock) 
io Went to 
the plate 

12"_ 

Precious 

Love" 

13 Chest of 
drawers 

14 Pretense 

15 Groom's 
phrase (2 
wds,) 

16 Dinner 
18 Actress 

Campbell 

20 Take it on 

the_ 

21 Garbo of 
films 

23 Lawful 
27 Lend a 
hand 
2S Auto 
deale r*s 
model 
30 Pooh's 
friend 
33 Vinyl 
records 
(abtar*) 


34 Columnist 
Barry 

35 Super¬ 
market 
divisions 

37 Manipu¬ 
lator 

38 Ten years 
38 Jimmy 

Durante's 
trademark 
40 Begat 

DOWN 

1 Waning 

2 Praiser 

3 Tried very 
hard 


4 Munched 
on 

s Bum 

6 Pharaoh's 
tomb 

7 Actor 
Gossett et 
al. 

8 Remove 
from office 

8 Three 
(Ital.) 

11 Fencing 
match 
17 Comrade 
19 Bric-a-brac 


holder 

22 Feel lousy 

24 Basement 

25 Hinder 
progress 

26 Flung 
28 The 

Grateful 

30 El_ 

31 Singer Burl 

32 Binds 
34 Urge 

payment 
36 _4i 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Jan. 04 - Jan. 11 


O^stad : ^ Botica Oduber ’ - 5.N: * San Lucas ’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Po&ada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127^2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-&9S9 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 534-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
533-1190 

Mon,-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p,m.-2 a.m, 

CAS MARIE 

AJzheinner’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Importaift 

Tleie|>liotie 

lUuinbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horado Oduber Hospital 

Tel5274000 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 
POLICE HOQS 

Telephone 1 DO 

TAXI 

C.V, TAS 

507-1996, 587-5900 
h Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2118, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nfcolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Af An0tt M00tinQS 

Mcmdays S-7piti 

Sabana Lih^r a in Moortl 

Te1[5eT335S^533S9ES 
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Ccmpitte the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the nunibere 1 through 9 
A nuniber ie Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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O Condominiums 

A small, exclusive boutique condo resort tailored 
to you r taste 



Aruba’s most successful 
developers of secure, supe¬ 
rior communities for both 
the per- matienl and part 
lime resident market, will 
soon break ground on what 
tliey consider tlieir most ex¬ 
clusive project to date. 
Known for 16 years of un¬ 
matched quality and service, 
the Cas Bon people are 
proud to unveil their new pet 


project: D Condomimums. 
Tins IS tlie same company 
winch developed the iimo- 
vative Gold Coast Villas 
community in Malmok 
R.enawned for reliable 
onstruction, developers of 0 
Condominiums consider the 
boutique community will be 
the “jewel in tire crown” of 
the nine proj ects they have 
successflUly completed and 


maintain. It is only three sto¬ 
nes and twenty luxunous 
units, of which 14 will be 
oceanfiront, the remainder, 
ocean view Sizes range from 
one bedroom condominiums 
with a bath and a half to 
three-bedrooms, each bed¬ 
room with its own batli, and 
an additional guest halfilDath. 
Tlie designs include a family 
entertainment room that will 


be specially fitted 
with electronic and 
Internet connec¬ 
tions and outlets 
enabling a state- of- 
the-art-home the¬ 
ater. An important 
aspect of this sin¬ 
gular facility IS 
owners have vari¬ 
ous options to cus¬ 
tomize kitchens 
and fixtures to their 
particular tastes 
and standards. 

Each apartment 
sports an extremely 
spacious 35 square 
meter covered ter¬ 
race overlooking 
the sea. Windows 
will be double- 
paned and doors 
have weather stripping to in¬ 
sure less cost on air-condi¬ 
tioning, which IS integrated 
mto construction. Homeown¬ 
ers will have input into the 
finishing they prefer in the 
kitchen and other rooms, to 
customize your condo¬ 
minium to your taste. Riblic 
amemties will include an el¬ 
egant pool deck, concierge 


services, lounge area, BBQ 
station, fitness room, as¬ 
signed parking, additional 
outside storage for bicycles 
and personal items, and 34- 
hour security. A quiet, se¬ 
cluded section of Eagle 
beach is only a few steps 
from tile front door 

O Condominiums offi¬ 
cially opened the doors of 
their sales office onsite at 
Eagle Beach on December 
24 Interested parties can in¬ 
spect the project in a spa¬ 
cious plot nght next to the 
goumiet Screaming Eagle 
restaurant Tlie project is di¬ 
rected towards discerning 
clients seeking a top quality 
property on Aruba in an 
ideal, tranquil, beachfront 
location Prospective prop¬ 
erty owners will frnd the 
Cas Bon p eople enj oy an ex¬ 
cept! onal reputation on 
Aruba for excellence and re¬ 
liability. 

Contact the sales office 
at 297-732-OODO/ 297-2S7- 
53D0 or visit fheii' web¬ 
site: http: A'virww. o-ea gjeb ea 
cli aruba. com 


Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 

The Queen's 



Enjoy a true taste of Aruba 
without having to ti'avel in the 
chai’ining surroundings ofTlie 
Queen's Restaurant in the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall. Your host, 
Varella Innoceticia has 
brought her very populai' 
Dranjestad eatery to Palin 
Beach, showcasing authentic 
local cuisine only a short walk 
away fi'om th e maj or re sorts. 

The “iMpper" and elegant 
new digs offer beauhfril views, 
but Mama Lusia's magical 
touch in the kitchen is what 


first won tilts charming eateiy 
their loyal dientele. She can be 
counted on to be conjunug up 
the dell Cl DUS dishes that have 
been m her family for genera¬ 
tion As Varella says, "My 
mom loves and hves to cook. 
Even when she is not at work 
in the restaurant, she is exper¬ 
imenting with new dishes all 
day at home 

She is tile Queen of tiie 
Kitchen." 

Be sure to tiy Luisa's ac¬ 
claimed “Carni Stoba di Ma- 


iiiaclu” Grandma’s Beef 
Stew,” or their fi'esh, whole 
snapper, witii Mama Luisa's 
del ectabl e s al s a cn oil o D out 
miss the spe^cialty of the house, 
a favorite local delicacy, 
Keslii Yen a -“Filled Cheese." 
nils is a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, witli olhei'ingredients 
tiiat are handy tiiat day, aU in¬ 
cased in a tiiick skin of melted 
Gouda. It is satisfying and par¬ 
ticularly memorable Regional 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepai'a- 


^'lama Luisa hard at work in the kitchen 


tion of banana hasa and 
creamy potatoes provide a de¬ 
liciously picturesque meal. 

The Queen's is located on 
the second level of Palm Beach 
Plaza tucked into a cozy comer 
at the front of the mall. If you 
have ammd to tiy the real deal 
m Aruban food, without a 
doubt, this IS the way to go, rea¬ 
sonably puce d and easily acces¬ 
sible. A full menu can be seen 
on tlieir website, http://wwwthe 


queensaniba. com/. 

Aside fi'om an extensive re¬ 
gular menu they also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is in season, and 
Mama Luisa is in the mood to 
prepai’e. so don't be shy about 
asking for something tiiat may 
no be on the menu, as they are 
always eager to please 

Th^ Qneen^s is open daily 
from S: 00pm - ll:00pnif of- 
fe/ijtg botfi utdoor aitd oitt- 
door ditimg. 
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Football: 

Southampton's 
Osvaldo 
banned after 
Newcastle 
brawl 

LONDON (AFP) - Southamp- 
ton stnker Dani Osvaldo was 
fined £40,000 ($l55,DDQ, 

43,0000 euros) and suspended 
for tliree mat-ches on Friday for 
his part in a touchline trawl 
durmg an ill-tempered Prenuer 
League dash at Newcastle 

Osvaldo, an Argentina-bom 
Italy international, was watch¬ 
ing from tlie sidelines after al¬ 
ready being substituted during 
tlie 1 -1 draw on December 14 
when he reacted angrily to an 
aggressive tackle in stoppage¬ 
time. 

Tlie ugly scenes were 
spai'ked by Soutlianipton mid¬ 
fielder Morgan Schneiderlin's 
yellow card for a late chal¬ 
lenge on Newcastle defender 
Massadio Haidara. 

Staff and players from botli 
benches became embroiled in 
a toucbline mckus, with ref¬ 
eree Mike Jones sending New¬ 
castle coach Andy Woodman 
and Saints back-room staff 
member Tom Jimenez to the 
stands. 

Osvaldo's ban takes imme¬ 
diate effect after the charge of 
violent conduct was proved by 
an FA independent regulatory 
commission bearing, 

Tlie ‘27-year-old. who j omed 
Eoutliamplon for a club record 
£12 3 million m August last 
year, IS ruled out of Saturday's 
FA Cup tlnrd round tie against 
Burnley. 

Newcastle coach Woodman 
has been fined £1,350 and 
warned as to liis fliture conduct 
after he admitted a charge of 
improper conduct. 


Camera on Schumacher’s ski 

helmet inspected 


GRENOBLE (AFP) - A cam¬ 
era fixed to tlie ski helmet of 
Michael Schumacher is being 
inspected by investigators 
probing tlie accident tliat has 
left the German retired racing 
legend comatose in a French 
hospital with critical head in¬ 
juries 

A source close to French au- 
thonties ban dim g tlie investi¬ 
gation disclosed the existence 
of the camera late Friday. 

The source said it had been 
taken to see if it can yield any 
clues as to the circumstances 
of tlie acadent. 

S chumach er's 14 -y e ar- o 1 d 
son Mick, vdio was skiing witli 


Ins father at the time, was also 
being questioned by mvestiga- 
tors, the source said, confirm¬ 
ing information reported by 
tlie French newspaper 
Daupbine Lib ere 

Tlie developments in the 
probe came the day Schu¬ 
macher turned 45 whrle still m 
an induced coma m a hospital 
in the French Alpine city of 
Grenoble after his December 
29 accident. 

Questrons have emerged 
over exactly how tlie accident 
happened on a small, seem¬ 
ingly innocuous off-piste sec¬ 
tion of Menbel located 
between two ski slopes -- one 


Tennis: Nadal to meet 
Monfils in Doha final 



DOHA (AFP) - World number one Rafael Nadal will piay 
Frenchman Gael Monfils in the Qatar Open final after 
beating surprise package Peter Gojowczyk in the semi¬ 
final on Friday. Nadafs 4-e, €-2, 6-3 victory confirmed 
him as the overwhelming favourite to take the title and 
do something he has never done before, win a tourna¬ 
ment in the opening week of the year. The Guadeloupe- 
born former world number seven Monfils appears more 
focussed and motivated than for a long time, and has 
apparently recovered from a wrist problem, the last in a 
long line of depressing injuhes. His 6-3,6-2 win over Flo- 
nan Mayer, the conqueror of Wimbledon champion Andy 
Murray, was however assisted by the German's very ev¬ 
ident tiredness after three hard three-set matches in 
three days. 


classed as easy and the other as 
mtermediafte. 

The camera could be valu¬ 
able in providing information. 
S chum ach er's manager, S ahine 
Kelim, refused to comment on 
what It might contaui or where 
it has been kept sm.ce the acci¬ 
dent. 

"That is among several 
tilings about winch I will not 
comment," she said. 

Schumacher's son, and a 
fiiend of bis who was also ski¬ 
ing at tlie time, were being 
asked to give eyewitness testi¬ 
mony 

Prosecutors are also looking 
at whether the limits of the 
pistes next to tlie accident site 
were correctly marked, and 
whether the safety releases on 
S chum a di er's ski s op erate d 
properly. 

TTiere have been conflicting 
statements about the speed 
Schumacher was going when 
lie crashed. 

Schuniaclier, who made Ins 
debut in 1991, dominated For¬ 
mula One during his career, 
winning more world titles and 
races than any other diiver. 

He retired definitively in 
3Q12, at the end of a disap¬ 
pointing two-year comeback 
from an eaidier attempt to quit 
racing. 


FooUi^l: Ronaldo 
to be honoured by 
Portuguese 
president 



LISBON (AFP) - Cristiano 
Ronaldo is to be awarded 
one of the most presti¬ 
gious honours in Portugal 
for his services to the 
country in a ceremony 
next week. 

The Real Madrid for¬ 
ward will receive the 
Ordem do Infante Dorn 
Henrique, the Order of 
Prince Henry, from Por¬ 
tuguese president AnibaI 
Cavaco Silva for con¬ 
tributing to the interna¬ 
tional image of the 
country and serving as 
"an example of tenacity 
for younger generations". 

A statement from the 
presidency said that 
Ronaldo had been "a sym¬ 
bol for Portugal through¬ 
out the world". 

The 2e-y ear-old will re¬ 
ceive an honour that was 
created in 1960 to mark 
the 500th anniversary of 
the death of one of the 
most important figures in 
the Portuguese Empire. 

The ceremony wilt take 
place Tuesday at the pres¬ 
idential palace in Belem, 
Just outside Lisbon, less 
than a week before the 
Ballon d'Or gala in Zurich, 
Switzerland on January 
13 . 

Ronaldo, who won the 
Ballon d'Or m 2008, is one 
of the three finalists for 
the 2013 prize alongside 
Lionel Messi of Barcelona 
and Bayern Munich's 
Franck Ribery. 


How To Stay Healthy 


^ Exercise F 
y Eat Health 
y Drink H 


















































Saturday, January 4, 20i4 


THE MORNING NEWS /SPORTS 


15 



Tenniss WHUams, Azarenka to 
meet In Brisbane final 



BRISBANE (AFP) - World 
number one Serena Williams 
will meet the second ranked 
Victoria Azai'enka m tlie final 
of the Brisbane International 
after she downed Maria Shara- 
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pova m an enlliralling semi¬ 
final Friday. 

Williams, the defending 
champiDix beat Sharapova l5-3, 
7-d (9/7) m one houi; 43 min¬ 
utes on Pat P^after Arena. 

Earlier, A^iarenka recovered 
firom a disastrous ftrsl set to 
beat Serbia's Jelena Jankovic 
1-6, 6-X 6-4. 

Williams and Sharapova 
have a fierce nvaliy on the 
court winch is matched by an 
at times bitter relationship off 

It 

Tliey didn't hold back during 
their semi-final, tlirilling the 
packed stadium with tlie p ower 
and depth of their ground- 
sti'okes. 


Both wo-men struggled to 
hold tlieir serves thi'ougliDul, 
although Williams was slightly 
more consistent, breaking 
Sharapova three times in the 
first set wlnle losing hers only 
once, despite making only 40 
percent of her first serves. 

Willi ams and Az ar enk a have 
met Id times on tiie WTAtour 
with the Anerican holding a 
13-3 advantage. 

However, they met four 
times on the court last year 
with honours even at two wins 
apiece 

"She's had some tough 
matches, Tve had a few tough 
matches,'* Williams said of 
her clash with Azarenka. 


NFL: Bears re-sign 

quarterback Cutler 



CHICAGO (AFP) - Quarterback Jay Cutler, vi^o missed 
four games with an ankle injury this season, has re¬ 
signed with the Chicago Bears, the National Football 
League team announced Thursday. Cutler's seven-year 
deal will take him through the 2020 NFL season. Finan¬ 
cial terms of the deal were not disclosed. The Bears re¬ 
signed Cutler despite losing their final h^o games of^e 
season and finished w^h a B-8 record. Some NFL ob¬ 
servers feit backup Josh McCown played better during 
Cutler's four-game absence but it wasnt enough to con¬ 
vince first-year coach Marc Trestman that McCown 
should take over the starting role permanently. Eight- 
year veteran Cutler completed S3.1 percent of his 
passes for 2,621 yards with 19 touchdowns and 12 in¬ 
terceptions this past season. 


Putin puts on skis to 
inspect Sochi Winter 
Olympics site 



MOSCOW (AFP) - Paisaiaii 
Preadeat ^/ladimir Putiii pol- 
liihed Ins actiDn-maii creden¬ 
tials Friday by skiing in Sodu 
on tlie first day of a visit to liie 
host city of tlie Winter 
Olympic Games opening in a 
montli. 

Hie leader -- who in tlie past 
has been photographed fishiug 
and horse-riding bare-chested, 
piloting aircraft and a subma¬ 
rine, hang-gliding, playing ice 
hockey and practising judo -- 
donned a black ski-suit along 
with Prime Minister Dmitri 
Medvedev for a run 'Jose to a 
complex that will be used for 
downhill and biathlon compe¬ 


titions in the Olympics. 

The Winter Olympic Games 
are to take place Febmary 7-23 

Putin's visit, winch a 
spokesman said would last 
several days, comes after sui¬ 
cide bombings December 29 
and 30 m the southern city of 
Volgograd, 70 D kilometres 
(400 miles) from Soclu, that 
counted as die deadliest attacks 
in Russia m three years. 

Putin has staked his image 
and prestige on a successful 
and safe Olympics. Russia has 
poured more than $50 billion 
into the event and has imposed 
tight secuiity in and aroiuid 
Sochi and in nearby cities. 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


3 bedroom BC 

lS2.fi 5q. m. / 
196^4 7 sq. ft. vj/ 


4 bedroomSoutti Wing I 274.2 sq. m. / 2950.3 sq. ft. 


The Residences are exclusive luxurious full ownership condominiums 
nestled withh the lush greens of The Links at Divl Aruba golf course, 
offering you the choke of luxurious: Studfo, One, Two, Three and Four 
Bedroom Condominiums, Our 4 Bedroom Condominium offers 5 full 
bathrooms, and an occupancy capacity for 10 -12, 


Whether youVe a first time visitor to 
the island, or you vacation in Aruba 
every year, we Invite you to enjoy 
one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your Life. We are the 
Divl Resorts and Aruba has been our 
home for over 40 years. 

□ ivi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, 
in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba 
golf course, and the Alhambra Casino 
Shops & Restaurants. For years weVe 
offered high quality all inclusive and 
1 1 meshare vacations. Many af our 
guests have found that one vacation to 
Aruba per year is simply not enough] 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi 
Village G-olf & Beach Resort. 


Tou can now purchase your own 
condominium and still enjoy the Resort 
amenities of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The 
Residences, visit our Sales Office 
located in the Golf Clubhouse at the 
Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your 
appointment to view a condominium; 

Call +^97 73S 5352 or +297 735 5300 

E: saLesl3diviarubaresfdences.com 
W; www.di via ruba residencesn co m 

Make your second home Arubai 


AMEE^ITIES: 


* Shaded parking space with 
electrical outlet 

* Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra 
Casino and Ivlell 

* MemibersNp with RCi vacation 
exchange program 

* Complimentary use of fitness center 

* CompUmentary use of beach chairs 


* Beach towels service 

* 24/7 Security 

* Garbage collection 

* Green keeping 

* Condo Liaison on duty 

* Discounted green fees 

* Complimentary use of driving range 

* Preferred lee times 

* □ ivi m a nag ed rental p ro gram 


NFL: Colts hope for deep postseason run 



LOSAWGELES (AFP)-The 
Indianapolis Colts are se&king 
to crash tlie Super Bowl paity 
by beccming the first wild card 
team aince Green Bay in 2010 
to make a run deep into tiie 
NFL playoffs 

History shows that a team 
fi'om the wild card round usu¬ 
ally makes some bnd of post¬ 
season run and the Colts hope 
that holds true for them 

" If you check out tire last six 
Super Bowl winners, they got 
hot at the right time," Colts de¬ 
fensive end Robert Matins 
said. "That's what it is all 
about. Getting hot at tlie nght 
time.“ 

Tire fourth seeded Colts-host 
die Kansas City Chiefs Satin- 
day in one of four wdd cai'd 
games this weekend. 

The postseason bcks off 
with the wild car'd round fol¬ 
lowed by the divisional round 
on Januaiy 11, the semi-final 
conference champ ion ships on 
Januai'y 19 and the Super Bowl 
on FebruaiT 2. 

Six of the last eight Super 
Bowl champions were teams 
that took part in the wild cai'd 
round, indudmg Green Bay in 
2010 

Indianapolis comes into the 


contest riding a hot slrealc, 
having won three straight 
games in wbch they allowed a 
total of 20 points. 

Quarterback Andrew Luck 
finished hrs sophomore regular 
season on a positive note by 
completing2[5-Df-j7passesfor 
232 yards as the Colts rolled to 
a 30-10 win over Jacksonville 
on Sunday. 

Luck threw 23 touchdoi-vn 
passes for the second-consec¬ 
utive year' and tlirew just nrne 
interceptions. 

He also ftnished the regular 


season with S,19d cai'eer pass¬ 
ing yards, the first player in 
NFL bstoiy to crack tlie 
S.OOO-barrier in just two sea¬ 
sons. 

Kansas City has faced Indi¬ 
anapolis three previous times 
in die playoffs (199d, 2004 and 
2007) with die Colts wuming 
all three 

The Chiefs stumbled into 
diese playoffs by losing their 
last two games and going 2-5 
following a superb 9-0 start to 
die season 

Like the Colts, the San 


Diego Chargers come into die 
playoffs on aln^ having won 
four straight as they prepai'e to 
fece die Cincinnad Bengais on 
Sunday at Paul Brown Sta¬ 
dium. 

“A lot of crazy dungs hap¬ 
pen 111 the playofifi and we feel 
confident in the group we 
have;" said Chargers receiver 
Eddie Royal 

The Char'gers are the most 
unlikely ofdieNFL's 12 play¬ 
off teams Tliey needed help to 
get into the postseason which 
they received when die Balti¬ 
more P^.avens and Miami Dol¬ 
phins lost their final two 
contests. 

The Chargers and Bengals 
will be facing each odier in the 
playoffi for the first dine since 
die "Freezer Bqw1“ 

Eai'ly forecasts for Sunday's 
game have temperatures drop¬ 
ping to about five degrees Cel¬ 
sius (41 Fahrenheit) wbch IS a 
quite different than die last 
time San Diego played a play¬ 
off contest there 

In NFL lore, the "Freezer 
Bowl" was the AFC champi- 
onsliip game between the 
Chargers and the Bengals in 
Januaiy 1932. 

The Bengals eaaly won 27- 


7 ill, what was the coldest tem¬ 
perature in NFL In story in 
terms of wind cliilJ. Air tem¬ 
perature was -22 Celsius, with 
the wind chill dipping down to 
-33 due to sustained winds of 
43 kilometres (27 miles) per 
hour 

The wintry weadier at Green 
Bay's Lambeau Field, is ex¬ 
pected to be the great equalizer 
when the Packers host the San 
Francisco Giants on Sunday 
afternoon. 

These teams have seen 
plenty of each other over the 
past two seasons. 

San Francisco snapped an 
eight-game losing streak in 
Green Bay with a 30-22 win m 
the opening week last season, 
though the temperature was 
hardly a factor given die game 
look place in early September. 

“You just have to block it 
oul,“ said 49efs quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick of how the 
team will adjust to the cold 
weather. 

In the other wild card con¬ 
test, the Pliiladelphia Eagles 
are m the playoffs for the first 
lime suice 2010 as they face 
the higli-powered New Or¬ 
leans Saints on Saturday at 
Lmcoln Financial field. 




































